o Comedian :

rofile

.

By Nicole Pelligia . - _ | ‘Night Aud Diy recently
: had the chanée to tall to this

| funny man to see how his ‘
| once hobby, is now a fu]

" Are you sick and tired of
the same comedians telling
the same jokes over and
over again? Come on, there'
ars unly 50 many knocl,
Jnock jokes aperson can -
take without them feeling
bored o tears, right? If
you've ever felt this way,
than you must not have

- caught Anthony. Spano’s
stand-up act! -
_ Antheny Spano is’an up
and coming comedian from
Jetsey, who has brought
maeny laughs and smiles to|
the crowds that he has
performed in frotit on, He -
has played a variety of -

places fron his hometown's|

Rascals on the Hudson in

- Jerséy City to Point
Pleasants own Uncle.
Vinnie's Comedy Club, .
. Comedy, one of his many
passions, was not always a
cateer for this gtand up
comedian, It wasn’t unti]
recently when he discovered

. hie natural abilities and his
love to make people laugh
was the best career move he
eould have made. It's that
love and passion that has
led him to share the mic with
20ome of comedy’s veterans
like Artie Lange of the -

- Howard Stern Show.

time job!

Night And Day: Can you '
tell a little about yourself?

"Anthony Spano: I was a
retitement planning

| speeialist for a long time,

customer service

representative, as well as a

business analysi. 1 did that
for about 15 years. T always
joked that T should be a
comedian, | should be on
television, Basically, T was
told to get off my butt and
do it, and I just daid “yon
know what...maybel

should da this.” Onse T got
on stage | had people =~ .. .
langhing, I knew that wis i
| nerfect for me. I startéd .

playing at the comie strip
where you had to bring
people. I didn’t kunow where

to go. T didn’t have any
friends in the business so _ -

you get a lot of these open
mi¢s and they’re helpful to
tty out new material, but .
you're not getting a good

|| gauge on what the

audience thinks. Tt's almaost
like a cut throat thing, like
you go out there, say all
thig stuff, and Inoticed T
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- wasn't going an‘ywhere.
- with it. Abuddy of mine

 story short, it was 2003, in

| University ‘and sure

comes out of nowhere and’
tells me he wants to geta -
showedac together
bringing in the guys of the
‘Howatd Stern show: Artie
Lange, Jue Florentine, Bob
Levy, and Jimmy Polumbo,
and he asks if T would be
willing to do 1 faw minutes,
Now, here's a guy whose
only been playing in front
of the comie strip on a
Tuesday night. I went from
playing in froft of no
people to in front of 700
people. I was petrified and I
sed lim Florenting on stage.
“Looking at him I see he's -
fanastio, he’s.a .
frefhendousicomedian. | -
say ‘you know what, you .
can do that!” He raiged the -
bar for me. To makeé a long

May, at William Paterson -

enough there’s 700 fang . ,
and I was nervous as heck

- and Arti¢ Lange came by -

and puts his hand ori me

and says “don’t worry
“about it man, you’re going -|

to do fine.” So I forgot -
-eyerything, I went out, said

a couple of things,
got them langhing, sure
enough it was exactly what
Iwanted iftobe. -

" N&D: How Tong have yeid
been doing stand up? ‘

AS5: I would say it’s going
on thrée yvears now.

N&D: Who are some of

- your influences as a

comedian?.

" AS: The first album [ ever
heard was Bill Cosby, and

© just laughing, laughing,

laughing listening to Bill

- Cosby when I.was a young'

Kid. T was like this guy’s

funny. He'was like ongof
‘my first guys, bitt Twould

say e guy that just made
me thiok “wow" wag. =
Richard Prior. Listeriing to *
Richard Prior as a kid, he .
was definitely ihy first hero, -
1liked it more and moie, T

remiember even seeing Jerry:

Seinfeld in the early 80s,
everything was very clean
than, it wag respested. Bill .
Cosby was always very .~



clean I respectcd that
‘fact...to make people laugh
without using the f word.
That is a challenpge becange

a lot of comics would just .
rely on that, and to use the .

fword, and yeah peuple
like to hear it, but if that's -
all'your material is.: .they
kind of phase you out. As [
got older Nick DiPaolo

. became one of my -
favorites. DiPaolo and Prior
I wolld say afe my heroes,
and Edd‘ie Murph'y'

N&D Where are some of'
the places you pur[‘unn ul,
besides Uncle Vinnie’s it
Point Pleasant?

AS: We're trying to get
back into Banana’s, they
love me there. T used to

- play Rascals alot. I've

stayed away from the city
for 4 while, because they

don’t really pay and it's the

same breed of shows. The -
one good.thing about not

playing in the City and

playing in Jersey, .
Pennsylvama Conncctmut :

ig it has given me the
opportunity.to wotk on my
craft. Sonow I have 30
gvod minutes. [t's given .
the opportunity to work on.
my craft instead of saymg
‘oh, I got a great 10,
mmutcs

N&D Do ynu have any

1 advice for aspiting . -
. comedians? .

AS: Yes, a number of

' (hings. One, I would never, if “

you feel you can do it, doi’t
listen to your friends; don’t
cver listen to your family. If
it’s something that you love
and you go out constantly
and you know eventually
that you can do it, and get
the feedback, then vou
never give up on that dream.

"Two, constantly go out and

play. Male friends with

_other comedians becange

Itish Night
With Joe Finn
All Silmmer

they'll also have r"other .

“places they’ll be playmg If

you get in line with a
headliner, you fall Wlth 'thc
headliner and if they say
they could use you in thig ' -

area, jutip onit, evenif - .

there's no, money: involved. -
Thai g bettet than any open..

_mic you can imagine. It gives
you the opportumty to work ‘
) on ybur stuff :

N&D HDW dﬂ people
nommlly respcmd o your
stuﬂ‘? ‘ ‘

A$ Gwd Therearetlmes
that it didn’t always go well.
There was atime I'was inreal,
real South Jersey and it was a
little over their heads, I guess,
and the comedians after me-
would just make fun of the
people in the audience. I'd

rather have my material Tt'n

also ftnportant to interact with
the audience, but some of
them lile to be part of the
show, and it's important that

; [

yom mn gnin and ot ofboth\

* of your bits. Tt's just the

| “audience. You have to keep
o trying. Irarcly have

|- hecklers. When they're there

you have to shoot them . :
down, not too mean, becausn

“you don’'t want to loose your -
', audience. Keepuntrymg -

Anthony Spﬁ.uﬂ 5"

" definitely one of those

comedians tolookout for. If

| youwent to check him out bq

gure to atop by the Unele
Vinnie's comedy clubs the Iast
weekend in June, He's'.

‘ ‘perfomung mthMJkeMﬂrlﬁq .
- on June 28, at The Unele

Vinmie's atThe HolidayInn in .
Toms River and fune 29 and.
June 30.at Uncle Vinnies in

. Point Pleasant Beach.

" For more information on’

. this, fimmy guy stop by his

official site, waw. antbony—
spane. o ﬁ::r all the latest”
news, information, aﬂd
schedule ‘
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 EVERY THURSDAY
$2 COORS LT, PINTS

(Happy Hour-Close) |8

MEET THE COORS LT. GlRlS'

HAPPY HOURS: }
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7AM-10AM
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106 Randall Avenue, Point Pleasanl Beach |

732-8

99-3272
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